ACEOPOLIS
 15
 ADAM AND EVE
 
ACKrOP'OLIS, the citadel or chief place
of a Grecian city, usually on an eminence
commanding the town. That of Athens, the
best example, contained some of the finest
buildings in the world. See parthenon;
ebechtheuh ; temple of nike apteros;
propylaea; theseuh.
ACROSTIC, akros'tik, a poem of which
the first or last, or certain other letters of
the lines, taken in order, form some word,
name, motto or sentence, as in the following:
Truth as refined as ever Athens heard,
that wakes to perish, never;
Hope like the gleaming- taper's steady
light,
Incite our hearts to noblest thought and
word and deed and best endeavor;
Numberless   blessings   truth   and   hope
impart, sweet melodies inspiring;
Kindling the soul with zeal to do the
right, in virtues never tiring.
A poem of which both first and last letters
are thus arranged is called a double acrostic.
Acrostics have been much used in complimen-
tary verses, the initial letters giving the name
of the person eulogized.
In Hebrew poetry, the term was applied
to a poem of which the initial letters of the
lines or stanzas gave the names of letters of
the alphabet in their order, as in Psalm
CXIX.
ACTAEON, afc tee'on, in Greek mythology,
a great hunter who was turned into a stag
and was torn to pieces by his own dogs, as a
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ACTAEON  AND  HIS DOGS
From a statue in the British Museum
punishment for looking on Artemis when she
•was bathing.   In another version of the story
 Actaeon was thus punished because he had
boasted that he was superior to Artemis in
hunting.
AC'TINISM, the chemical action caused
by light. When sunlight is resolved into its
spectrum (see light, subhead Spectrum], it
is found that the different rays possess the
power of producing chemical changes in a
varying degree. The most rapid changes
occur in the violet rays and the dark space
just beyond, while the red rays have little
power to cause chemical action. The varying
chemical power of the different rays can be
shown by directing a spectrum on to a sheet
of white paper moistened with a solution of
nitrate of silver. The shading will decrease
in intensity from the portion on which the
violet rays fall to beyond the red rays, where
little or no change can be detected. Practical
applications of this property of light are
made in the arts. Photographers use a red
light in the developing room, since its rays
will not affect the undeveloped negatives.
Horticulturists sometimes use blue or violet
glass for covering hot-houses or hot-beds in
which they wish plants to grow rapidly. The
blue and purple rays are also used by physi-
cians in treating certain diseases, and recent
research has shown that the blue rays are
very effective.
ACTIUM, ak'shiwm, (now AK'RI), a
promontory on the western coast of North-
ern Greece, memorable for the naval victory
gained here by Octavianus (afterward the
Emperor Augustus) over Antony and Cleo-
patra, 31 b. c. Cleopatra fled with sixty
Egyptian ships, and Antony followed her to
Egypt. His deserted fleet was overcome after
a brave resistance. This battle marked the
accession of Octavianus to the supreme power
in Rome.
ACTS OF THE APOSTLES, one of the
books of the New Testament, written in
Greek, probably in A. b. 63 or 64, and usually
attributed to Saint Luke. It embraces a
period of about thirty years, beginning im-
mediately after the Resurrection and extend-
ing to the second year of the imprisonment
of Saint Paul in Rome.
ADAM AND EVE, the names given in
Scripture to our first parents. An account
of them and their immediate descendants is
given in the early chapters of Genesis. The
story of their temptation and fall from grace
in the Garden of Eden is regarded as sym*
bolical of the entrance of sin into the world.

